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BOOK REVIEWS 

IN CHARGE OF 

M. E. CAMERON 

The Inner Shrine. Harper Brothers, New York. 

Speculation has waxed rife over the authorship of this tale which 
is given to the public anonymously. Whoever the author, one cannot 
but be under obligation to so kind an interpreter of the younger 
American women of the day. One likes to think that Marion Grimstone 
lives across the Park, or that perhaps she has gone to Prance to teach 
the Marquis de Bienville a new code of honor. Marion Grimstone, who 
at the first glance displays absolutely no sign of the fine, high character 
which takes no count of her happiness when she finds out the complica- 
tions which involve another woman's honor and display the absolutely 
false standards which her lover has brought along with him from his 
native country. Then there is the quite different type of Dorothea 
Pruyn — a type known long ago to Henry James, but one we had almost 
lost sight of in the throngs of vicious women who have been pushed 
before us in so much of the recent fiction. One fancies that the author 
is young, that she has lived in guarded environment which has enabled 
her to retain sweet and true ideals, although she has seen Parisian life 
so intimately that she understands far better than the ordinary Anglo 
Saxon the curious paradoxes of some of its phases. Her men, too, give 
one the idea of youthful authorship — Carli Wappinger is little more than 
a name, his best recommendation Dorothea's love for him. Reggie 
Bradford, fat, foolish, and incontinent, might be the chance acquaintance 
of a single meeting, and de Bienville has little personality. The older 
men she is more intimate with, and they appear from her pen very 
natural. 

We are indebted to this unknown author for a very welcome addition 
to the fiction of to-day. The novel is clean and wholesome. The story 
holds the reader's interest and awakens his sympathy, and is altogether 
what one looks for in a novel — entertaining without straining after 
morbid effects, natural situations, and on the whole satisfactory climaxes. 

The Problem of Age, Growth, and Death. A Study of Cytomor- 
phosis. By Charles S. Minot, LL.D. (Yale, Toronto), D.Sc. 
(Oxford). G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and London. The 
Knickerbocker Press. 
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